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A Frequency Dictionary of French is an invaluable tool for all learners of French, providing a list of

the 5000 most frequently used words in the language.  Based on a 23-million-word corpus of French

which includes written and spoken material both from France and overseas, this dictionary provides

the user with detailed information for each of the 5000 entries, including English equivalents, a

sample sentence, its English translation, usage statistics, and an indication of register variation. 

Users can access the top 5000 words either through the main frequency listing or through an

alphabetical index. Throughout the frequency listing there are thematically-organized lists of the top

words from a variety of key topics such as sports, weather, clothing, and family terms. An engaging

and highly useful resource, the Frequency Dictionary of French will enable students of all levels to

get the most out of their study of French vocabulary. Deryle Lonsdale is Associate Professor in the

Linguistics and English Language Department at Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah). Yvon Le

Bras is Associate Professor of French and Department Chair of the French and Italian Department

at Brigham Young University (Provo, Utah).
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This book gives you the words that people actually use often. Every other vocab book that I've read

gives you words the author thinks you need to know. There is no point for me to spend time with

words I won't come across. Instead of learning words about water skiing and gardening I'd rather

read this book.

Other than the OED my favorite dictionary purchase. To learn most efficiently, this is an

indispensable tool.

good

Simmple, practical and upp to date!

Merci!

So helpful for getting the most out of your language practice.

Excellent I am very satisfied with it

This book actually motivated me to learn French because I knew this: if I could just learn the words

in this book and get through a basic French grammar, I would be able to read 90% of normal French

(Le Monde, say), which is enough to make learning the rest of the language self-sustaining, easy

and fun.The big secret about learning languages is that they're usually taught badly. You get "units"

about "everyday life" and learn those terms--this week it's shopping and you learn random junk like

how Jean would buy a hair-dryer. The trouble is, "hair-dryer" really isn't that useful to know early-on,

whereas other obscure-seeming words really are. Example: my textbook had me learn "gorge"

(throat) almost right away, even though it's only the 4194th most common word, whereas it never

did teach me "souhaiter" (wish), even though it's the 403rd most common. That's wrong by an order

of magnitude. This makes learning to read hard and confusing. (On the other hand, I'm all set next

time I'm buying a hairdryer for my sore throat in France.) So, this dictionary makes the whole

experience more rational and easier.Two more thoughts: 5000 words isn't as bad as it sounds: it

counts cognates separately, so related nouns/verbs are double-counted, but you only need learn

them once, and of course you'll know very many of these words from English. Also, this is most

helpful for reading, probably. It's best of all for autodidacts--using this and a basic grammar, I was



able to go from nothing to reading daily papers, Le Petit Prince, and now Moliere in less than a year,

without classes while working. Yablas can help with aural learning these days, so with some

initiative and a book like this you can learn on your own.
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